Pastoral Reflection
All Saints Sunday & Glorification of Saint John of Kronstadt
Framed by our church’s involvement with the Covenant Soup Kitchen this weekend, a real and vibrant opportunity to be actively engaged in living the Lord’s gospel, is All Saints Sunday. There is perfect and beautiful symmetry in this. By examining the lives of all the saints, it is understood that holiness is a fruit of the Holy Spirit, and as such the Sunday itself is appropriately placed after the Feast of Pentecost and the activity of the Spirit. Sanctification should not be considered abnormal, but it is a normal flowering of each Christian whose life is rooted in God. 

The saints reflect that humankind is created for communion with God in prayer, as well as through good words, through acts of mercy and charity. This service component is what is known as diakonia. To show mercy is to be actively engaged in a life of diakonia, which translated means “to live for others.” Diakonia is service and sacrifice for our neighbor, the one who God has placed beside me at every moment of my life. There are no random meetings with others; we are, instead, called to reach out to the person who God has placed in my midst, not simply or exclusively through dialogue, but through service (diakonia). Perhaps the most noted modern day saint whose life reflects a life of service is Saint John of Kronstadt, whose glorification by the Russian Orthodox Church 30 years ago today (June 14, 1990) deserves our attention (more symmetry). Many scholars suggest Kronstadt is without equal and one of the best known organizers of social work in Russia in the early 20th century, where he remains the standard bearer of self-emptying love for those in need.  

“You must love your neighbor even if you must force yourself,” Kronstadt said. 
“These words must guide our hearts upon meeting with anyone, at any time, where he comes to us, or we go to him; whether we have to do some work for him, or to give him anything.”
· My Life in Christ 

Father John built special houses for the poor where he gave away food for thousands. In doing so, he brought the church, which itself is diakonia, directly to the people, precisely in the same way our own Holy Trinity community responded to those in need this week by preparing food for those at the Covenant Soup Kitchen, our neighbors at Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church on Valley Street. The church must always be where the people are, in the community; there is no church without service to those in need. If we are to live the Christian life, if we consider ourselves to be disciples and followers of Christ, it we are to take up our cross and follow him, then it precludes, first and foremost, that we enter into a life of diakonia, witnessing, and rooted in prayer. According to Saint John Climacus (“of the Ladder”), charity is “the wings of prayer” {1}. Diakonia fails in its goal when it is not accompanied and firmly rooted in prayer. This is the life which is well-pleasing in the eyes of God, and mimics the first century Apostolic church.

Prior to John of Kronstadt, there was the example of Saint Stefan of Perm (12340-1396), and a bit later by Saint Nilus of Sora (1433-1508). Even prior to the times of Constantine the Great in the fourth century, the giving of assistance and the practice of hospitality was part of the Christian creed. Every Christian was expected to provide lodging for three nights to any stranger who came to his house. The importance of diakonia was acknowledged in the church’s early canons. The Second Ecumenical Council (Nicea, 381 AD), declared that “houses of hospitality must be built for the poor in every city of every diocese.” The work of the clergy and laity in the early church in fact, as it should be today, has both a liturgical and social dimension. The early church practiced a form of charity as those with possession sold them to benefit those were in need. The money collected was used to feed and bury the poor, to support orphans, the elderly, and prisoners.{2}  
Holy Father, John of Kronstadt, pray to God for us.
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